FOREWORD

n the minds of the mortals of Urantia—that

being the name of your world—there exists
great confusion respecting the meaning of such
terms as God, divinity, and deity. Human
beings are still more confused and uncertain
about the relationships of the divine personal-
ities designated by these numerous appellations.
Because of this conceptual poverty associated
with so much ideational confusion, I have been
directed to formulate this introductory state-
ment in explanation of the meanings which
should be attached to certain word symbols as
they may be hereinafter used in those papers
which the Orvonton corps of truth revealers
have been authorized to translate into the
English language of Urantia.

2 It is exceedingly difficult to present en-
larged concepts and advanced truth, in our
endeavor to expand cosmic consciousness and
enhance spiritual perception, when we are re-
stricted to the use of a circumscribed language
of the realm. But our mandate admonishes us
to make every effort to convey our meanings
by using the word symbols of the English
tongue. We have been instructed to introduce
new terms only when the concept to be por-
trayed finds no terminology in English which
can be employed to convey such a new con-
cept partially or even with more or less distor-
tion of meaning.

3 In the hope of facilitating comprehension
and of preventing confusion on the part of
every mortal who may peruse these papers, we
deem it wise to present in this initial state-
ment an outline of the meanings to be at-
tached to numerous English words which are
1;2

\%

to be employed in designation of Deity and
certain associated concepts of the things,
meanings, and values of universal reality.

4 But in order to formulate this Foreword of
definitions and limitations of terminology, it
is necessary to anticipate the usage of these
terms in the subsequent presentations. This
Foreword is not, therefore, a finished state-
ment within itself; it is only a definitive guide
designed to assist those who shall read the
accompanying papers dealing with Deity and
the universe of universes which have been
formulated by an Orvonton commission sent
to Urantia for this purpose.

5 Your world, Urantia, is one of many simi-
lar inhabited planets which comprise the local
universe of Nebadon. This universe, together
with similar creations, makes up the super-
universe of Orvonton, from whose capital,
Uversa, our commission hails. Orvonton is
one of the seven evolutionary superuniverses
of time and space which circle the never-
beginning, never-ending creation of divine
perfection—the central universe of Havona.
At the heart of this eternal and central uni-
verse is the stationary Isle of Paradise, the
geographic center of infinity and the dwelling
place of the eternal God.

6 The seven evolving superuniverses in asso-
ciation with the central and divine universe,
we commonly refer to as the grand universe;
these are the now organized and inhabited
creations. They are all a part of the master uni-
verse, which also embraces the uninhabited
but mobilizing universes of outer space.
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Ultimate, and the unrevealed Consummator
of Universe Destiny. This Trinity functions on
both personal and superpersonal levels, even
to the borders of the nonpersonal, and its uni-
fication in universality would experientialize

Absolute Deity.

8 The Ultimate Trinity is experientially
unifying in completion, but we truly doubt
the possibility of such full unification of the
Absolute Trinity. Our concept, however, of
the eternal Paradise Trinity is an ever-present
reminder that Deity trinitization may accom-
plish what is otherwise nonattainable; hence
do we postulate the sometime appearance of
the Supreme-Ultmate and the possible triniti-
zation-factualization of God the Absolute.

9 The philosophers of the universes postu-
late a Trinity of Trinities, an existential-experien-
tial Trinity Infinite, but they are not able to
envisage its personalization; possibly it would
equivalate to the person of the Universal
Father on the conceptual level of the I AM.
But irrespective of all this, the original Para-
dise Trinity is potentially infinite since the
Universal Father actually is infinite.

1o ACKNOWLEDGMENT

' In formulating the succeeding presenta-
tions having to do with the portrayal of the
character of the Universal Father and the
nature of his Paradise associates, together with
an attempted description of the perfect cen-
tral universe and the encircling seven super-
universes, we are to be guided by the mandate
of the superuniverse rulers which directs that
we shall, in all our efforts to reveal truth and
co-ordinate essential knowledge, give prefer-
ence to the highest existing human concepts
pertaining to the subjects to be presented. We
may resort to pure revelation only when the
concept of presentation has had no adequate

previous expression by the human mind.

> 12 Successive planetary revelations of divine
truth invariably embrace the highest existing
concepts of spiritual values as a part of the
new and enhanced co-ordination of planetary
knowledge. Accordingly, in making these
presentations about God and his universe
associates, we have selected as the basis of
these papers more than one thousand human
concepts representing the highest and most
advanced planetary knowledge of spiritual
values and universe meanings. Wherein these
human concepts, assembled from the God-
knowing mortals of the past and the present,
are inadequate to portray the truth as we are
directed to reveal it, we will unhesitatingly
supplement them, for this purpose drawing
upon our own superior knowledge of the real-
ity and divinity of the Paradise Deities and
their transcendent residential universe.

13 We are fully cognizant of the difficulties of
our assignment; we recognize the impossibil-
ity of fully translating the language of the con-
cepts of divinity and eternity into the symbols
of the language of the finite concepts of the
mortal mind. But we know that there dwells
within the human mind a fragment of God,
and that there sojourns with the human soul
the Spirit of Truth; and we further know that
these spirit forces conspire to enable material
man to grasp the reality of spiritual values and
to comprehend the philosophy of universe
meanings. But even more certainly we know
that these spirits of the Divine Presence are
able to assist man in the spiritual appropria-
tion of all truth contributory to the enhance-
ment of the ever-progressing reality of personal
religious experience—God-consciousness.

4 [Indited by an Orvonton Divine Coun-
selor, Chief of the Corps of Superuniverse
Personalities assigned to portray on Urantia
the truth concerning the Paradise Deities and
the universe of universes.]
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which it otherwise fostered and maintained.
Religion has hampered industrial activities
and economic development; it has been waste-
ful of labor and has squandered capital; it has
not always been helpful to the family; it has
not adequately fostered peace and good will;
it has sometimes neglected education and re-
tarded science; it has unduly impoverished life
for the pretended enrichment of death. Evolu-
tionary religion, human religion, has indeed
been guilty of all these and many more mis-
takes, errors, and blunders; nevertheless, it
did maintain cultural ethics, civilized moral-
ity, and social coherence, and made it possible
for later revealed religion to compensate for
these many evolutionary shortcomings.

8 Evolutionary religion has been man’s most
expensive but incomparably effective institu-
tion. Human religion can be justified only in
the light of evolutionary civilization. If man
were not the ascendant product of animal evo-
lution, then would such a course of religious
development stand without justification.

9 Religion facilitated the accumulation of
capital; it fostered work of certain kinds; the
leisure of the priests promoted art and knowl-
edge; the race, in the end, gained much as a
result of all these early errors in ethical tech-
nique. The shamans, honest and dishonest,
were terribly expensive, but they were worth
all they cost. The learned professions and
science itself emerged from the parasitical
priesthoods. Religion fostered civilization and
provided societal continuity; it has been the
moral police force of all time. Religion pro-
vided that human discipline and self-control
which made wisdom possible. Religion is the
efficient scourge of evolution which ruthlessly
drives indolent and suffering humanity from
its natural state of intellectual inertia forward
and upward to the higher levels of reason and
wisdom.

10 And this sacred heritage of animal ascent,
evolutionary religion, must ever continue to
be refined and ennobled by the continuous
censorship of revealed religion and by the
fiery furnace of genuine science.

4. THE GIFT OF REVELATION

1 Revelation is evolutionary but always pro- < thetical ghost-spirit world—the human belief-

gressive. Down through the ages of a world’s
history, the revelations of religion are ever-
expanding and successively more enlighten-
ing. It is the mission of revelation to sort and
censor the successive religions of evolution.
But if revelation is to exalt and upstep the
religions of evolution, then must such divine
visitations portray teachings which are not too
far removed from the thought and reactions
of the age in which they are presented. Thus
must and does revelation always keep in touch
with evolution. Always must the religion of
revelation be limited by man’s capacity of re-
ceptivity.

2 But regardless of apparent connection or
derivation, the religions of revelation are al-
ways characterized by a belief in some Deity of
final value and in some concept of the survival
of personality identity after death.

3 Evolutionary religion is sentimental, not
logical. It is man’s reaction to belief in a hypo-

reflex, excited by the realization and fear of
the unknown. Revelatory religion is pro-
pounded by the real spiritual world; it is the
response of the superintellectual cosmos to
the mortal hunger to believe in, and depend
upon, the universal Deities. Evolutionary
religion pictures the circuitous gropings of
humanity in quest of truth; revelatory religion
is that very truth.

4 There have been many events of religious
revelation but only five of epochal signifi-
cance. These were as follows:

5 1. The Dalamatian teachings. The true
concept of the First Source and Center was
first promulgated on Urantia by the one hun-
dred corporeal members of Prince Caligastia’s
staff. This expanding revelation of Deity went
on for more than three hundred thousand
years until it was suddenly terminated by the
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planetary secession and the disruption of the
teaching regime. Except for the work of Van,
the influence of the Dalamatian revelation
was practically lost to the whole world. Even
the Nodites had forgotten this truth by the
time of Adam’s arrival. Of all who received
the teachings of the one hundred, the red
men held them longest, but the idea of the
Great Spirit was but a hazy concept in Amer-
indian religion when contact with Christian-
ity greatly clarified and strengthened it.

6 2. The Edenic teachings. Adam and Eve
again portrayed the concept of the Father of
all to the evolutionary peoples. The disrup-
tion of the first Eden halted the course of the
Adamic revelation before it had ever fully
started. But the aborted teachings of Adam
were carried on by the Sethite priests, and
some of these truths have never been entirely
lost to the world. The entire trend of Lev-
antine religious evolution was modified by the
teachings of the Sethites. But by 2500 B.C.
mankind had largely lost sight of the revela-
tion sponsored in the days of Eden.

7 3. Melchizedek of Salem. This emergency
Son of Nebadon inaugurated the third revela-
tion of truth on Urantia. The cardinal pre-
cepts of his teachings were trust and faith. He
taught trust in the omnipotent beneficence of
God and proclaimed that faith was the act by
which men earned God’s favor. His teachings
gradually commingled with the beliefs and
practices of various evolutionary religions and
finally developed into those theologic systems

<

present on Urantia at the opening of the first
millennium after Christ.

8 4. Jesus of Nagzareth. Christ Michael pre-
sented for the fourth time to Urantia the
concept of God as the Universal Father, and
this teaching has generally persisted ever
since. The essence of his teaching was love and
service, the loving worship which a creature
son voluntarily gives in recognition of, and
response to, the loving ministry of God his
Father; the freewill service which such crea-
ture sons bestow upon their brethren in the
joyous realization that in this service they are
likewise serving God the Father.

9 5. The Urantia Papers. The papers, of
which this is one, constitute the most recent
presentation of truth to the mortals of
Urantia. These papers differ from all previous
revelations, for they are not the work of a
single universe personality but a composite
presentation by many beings. But no revela-
tion short of the attainment of the Universal
Father can ever be complete. All other celes-
tial ministrations are no more than partial,
transient, and practically adapted to local
conditions in time and space. While such ad-
missions as this may possibly detract from the
immediate force and authority of all revela-
tions, the time has arrived on Urantia when it
is advisable to make such frank statements,
even at the risk of weakening the future influ-
ence and authority of this, the most recent of
the revelations of truth to the mortal races of
Urantia.

5. THE GREAT RELIGIOUS LEADERS

I In evolutionary religion, the gods are con-
ceived to exist in the likeness of man’s image;
in revelatory religion, men are taught that
they are God’s sons—even fashioned in the
finite image of divinity; in the synthesized
beliefs compounded from the teachings of rev-
elation and the products of evolution, the
God concept is a blend of:

2 1. The pre-existent ideas of the evolution-
ary cults.
1008

3 2. Thesublime ideals of revealed religion.

4 3, The personal viewpoints of the great
religious leaders, the prophets and teachers of
mankind.

5 Most great religious epochs have been in-
augurated by the life and teachings of some
outstanding personality; leadership has ori-
ginated a majority of the worth-while moral
movements of history. And men have always
tended to venerate the leader, even at the
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